HOMELESS VOICES SPEAKTO MELBOURNE PUBLIC IN NEW STREET EXHIBITION
Media Release, 20 Oct 2025

If Melbourne’s homeless residents had a public voice, what would they choose to tell us?

We’re about to find out. From 3 November, a roving street-poster exhibition will showcase personal
messages from Melburnians who have been homeless in our city.

Rotating across the CBD and inner suburbs, HOME TRUTHS: Postcards Unsheltered presents a
collection of handwritten postcards, all addressed to the people of Melbourne.

Exploring ideas of “HOME” — and what it’s like to survive without one —the exhibition features stories and
insights from people who’ve done exactly that.

“HOME TRUTHS is chance to hear what people who’ve gone through homelessness themselves have to
say about the experience,” says local writer Meg Mundell, who curated the project. “It’s their voices,
direct and unfiltered, speaking to us at a personal level.”

The goal is to stir curiosity, challenge assumptions, and spark an emotional connection. “Postcards are
brief format, and the messages are blown up big, so walking past you’ll get a glimpse of someone’s life, a
sense of their character and voice, in just a few seconds,” says Mundell.

“We want to change the lies and stereotypes about homelessness,” says Debi Rice, who collaborated on
the project. “People who’ve experienced homelessness are not ‘broken’. It’s our society that’s broken. If
we can open our minds and hearts, really listen to what those people have to say, the whole of society
would change for the better.”

Rice herself was homeless for 10 years. “I felt lost, alone, and in danger. My mental health became very
fragile — too much trauma.” Now safely housed, Rice works as an educator and speaker, teaching young
people about homelessness and busting some of the myths that surround it.

Contributors’ backgrounds hint at the diverse profile of homelessness in Australia today, says Mundell.
They include people currently sleeping rough in Melbourne’s CBD, staying in temporary accommodation,
or living in secure housing after being homeless in the past. All contributors were paid.

“Talking to these different people, | realised they’ve worked in a huge range of professions,” says Mundell.
“Nurse, apprentice chef, soldier, marketing consultant, writer, educator, salesperson, researcher, policy
advisor, community worker... They’re people just like us. Can we see ourselves in what they’ve written?”

Solving homelessness would benefit everyone, says Rice. “There are some brilliant people living out there
on the edge. They can bring wonderful, new and exciting ideas to the community. Imagine the skills those
people could build upon and share with the rest of us if they had a safe home.”

EXHIBITION SITES: CBD billboard (5-15 Nov): The exhibition kicks off with a billboard at 59 Bourke St
displaying all 18 postcards together over the first half of November. Inner suburbs (3-30 Nov): Posters
will also rotate around Carlton, North Melbourne, Flemington, Fitzroy, Collingwood, Northcote,
Brunswick, South Melbourne, Cremorne, Footscray, Balaclava and St Kilda across all of November.

CONTRIBUTORS: Aunty Ange, Ash Anchor, BYT, Cheryl Schalks, Debi Rice, Gavriil Aleksandrs, Gracie,
Helen, Jody Gray, Kirstie, Maria, Paul, Phu-Linh Tran, Rachel Kurzyp, Sean M Whelan, Sandor, Trina, Troy.

PARTNERS: HOME TRUTHS is supported by the City of Melbourne Arts Grants + StreetSmart Australia.
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Project info: https://tinyurl.com/4p6tinzc Homelessness facts: https://tinyurl.com/59kafbsm
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